BATTLEFIELDS TRUST DEVELOPMENT OFFICER

The Battlefields Trust is pleased to announce the appointment for two years of a Development Officer – Julian Humphrys – to work on battlefield heritage at risk and to build the capacity of the Trust and supported by English Heritage.
Julian is ideally qualified to take this work forward.  He read history at Emmanuel College, Cambridge and, after spending a post-graduate year at the Polytechnic of North London and qualifying as a Blue Badge Guide, he joined the staff of Chelsea’s National Army Museum.  He worked there for twelve years, researching, writing and staging a number of Special Exhibitions and was spokesman to the media on a wide range of historical matters.  His TV and radio appearances have ranged from Sky News to The Generation Game, and he has made a number of appearances on BBC Radio 4’s Ramblings Series.  As well as guiding battlefield tours in the UK, France, Belgium and Spain, Julian undertook three expeditions to Bosnia during the civil war to record the British Army’s activities there and to obtain objects for display in the Museum, setting up a major exhibition on his return.  In 2002 he began an ongoing association with English Heritage, developing and then leading its Tours Through Time programme of guided visits to historic properties and its popular series of battlefield hikes.  Julian is a regular contributor to BBC History Magazine and is the author of a number of books, including Clash of Arms: Twelve English battles and Enemies at the Gate: English castles under siege from 12th century to the civil war.

The priorities will be to work with English Heritage on their 43 registered battlefields in England and especially on the eight identified last year as being “at risk”.  He will be doing this by working with and setting up local “custodian groups” for each battlefield and developing and strengthening the Trust’s branch structure.  He will be building on success here with some custodians already appointed and with new branches in the offing.  Although the priority is England’s registered battlefields, Julian will be liaising with Historic Scotland and their proposed “inventory” of battlefields and will look at the very many unregistered but important battlefields to develop their heritage potential. 
NOTES FOR EDITORS
The Battlefields Trust is a national charity whose aims are:- 

· To save battlefields from destruction by motorways, housing developments etc.,

· To provide a range of battlefield-related activities and information, including the quarterly journal 'Battlefield', battlefield walks and conferences,

· To liaise with local and national organisations to preserve battlefields for posterity, and

· To improve the interpretation and presentation of battlefields.
The Trust was founded as a result of a resolution at an international conference entitled Ancient Battlefields as National Treasures at Leicester University, England in 1991 arranged by Kelvin van Hasselt.
The spur to set up the trust was the fact that the battlefield of Naseby, then a perfectly preserved site of the decisive battle of the English Civil War was to be bisected with a motorway link during 1992, the 350th anniversary year of the English Civil War. In any listing of the top 20 most important battlefields of the world, Naseby would appear. Never again would people be able to appreciate this battlefield in its entirety and follow the line of Prince Rupert's charge and his attack on the Parliamentary baggage train, an action which deprived King Charles of the bulk of his cavalry at the crucial moment of the battle - as his infantry were being surrounded.
In 2008 English Heritage launched a “heritage at risk” initiative covering all types of heritage asset and identifying eight battlefields as under significant and immediate threat:- at Langport, Worcester, Northampton, Newbury, Stamford Bridge, Boroughbridge, Towton, and Adwalton Moor. 

“Winston Churchill called the battlefields of England ‘the punctuation marks of history’, places where the nation’s future sometimes turned over the course of a few bloody hours. The battles of Hastings (1066), Bosworth (1485) and Naseby (1645) are but a few of the violent struggles that made our history. Often the landscapes over which they were fought survive little altered, including topographic features such as the high ground and river crossings which played important strategic parts in events. Here it remains possible to stand in the places where history was made.

The Register of Historic Battlefields was established by English Heritage to encourage local authorities, owners and others to understand the importance of these sites. Currently there are 43 battlefields on the register. While this designation introduces no additional statutory controls, one of its primary objectives is to encourage policies and other mechanisms that ensure that change and development affecting battlefields is sensitive and appropriate. Another aim is to support initiatives that use improved access, interpretation and education to give a better understanding of battlefields.”
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